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The ‘Lessons and Carols’ format for our Christmas Eve
service is borrowed from an English tradition begun in the late
1800s. This format was adopted by King’s College at Cambridge
University in 1918 and where it grew in popularity.
Today, the ‘Lessons and Carols’ format has been adopted by
many Christian churches. This simple service is constructed
around nine Scripture readings – or ‘lessons’ – which trace the
outline of God’s plan of redemption throughout history, beginning
with the Fall of Adam and Eve in the Garden of Eden and
ending with Christ’s final salvation of his people. As a sign of our
corporate submission to and dependence upon God’s Word, at the
conclusion of each lesson, the reader states, ‘The Word of the
Lord,’ to which the congregation responds in unison, ‘Thanks be
to God.’
Each lesson is then accompanied by a carol of similar theme
that seeks to emphasize an aspect of this redemption in a musical
setting. The service traditionally begins with an instrumental
prelude followed by an opening prayer in which the congregants
petition God to ensure their participation in the glorious
redemption drama that the following service reflects.

Scriptures quotations are from The Holy Bible, English Standard Version,
copyright © 2001 by Crossway Bibles, a division of Good News Publishers. Used
by permission. All rights reserved.
All songs used by permission: CCLI License No. 1809156.
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A Service of Lessons & Carols
The Musical Prelude
Silent Night! Holy Night!

……

Franz Gruber

Away in a Manger

……

James R. Murray

Angels We Have Heard on High

……

Traditional French Melody

What Child is This?

……

Traditional English Melody

O Come All Ye Faithful

……

John Francis Wade

Joy to the World!

……

George Frederick Handel

The Welcome
The Invocation *

from The Book of Common Worship

Father in heaven, whose mercy we praise in the yearly remembrance
of the birth of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ our Lord: grant that as
we welcome our Redeemer, his presence may shed abroad the light
of heavenly peace and joy, both in our hearts and in our homes.
Make known unto all men, by your Word and Spirit, the gospel of his
blessed incarnation, whereby you have clearly revealed your love for
the world. Help us to so celebrate his birth – in humility and
gratitude – that our keeping of Christmas may be a memorial of
Christ, a blessing to our souls, a benefit to our fellowman, and a
thanksgiving unto you for your unspeakable gift of the Savior.
Through the merits of the same Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, forever blessed. Amen.

*congregation please stand, if able
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The First Lesson

Genesis 1.1 & 31; 3.6-15

[ in which God creates all things, mankind falls into sin, and the LORD
promises a Redeemer to bruise the serpent’s head ]

In the beginning, God created the heavens and the earth. … And God saw
everything that he had made, and behold, it was very good.
When the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight
to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit
and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate. Then
the eyes of both were opened, and they knew that they were naked. And they sewed
fig leaves together and made themselves loincloths.
And they heard the sound of the LORD God walking in the garden in the cool of
the day, and the man and his wife hid themselves from the presence of the LORD
God among the trees of the garden. But the LORD God called to the man and said
to him, “Where are you?” And he said, “I heard the sound of you in the garden, and
I was afraid, because I was naked, and I hid myself.” He said, “Who told you that
you were naked? Have you eaten of the tree of which I commanded you not to eat?”
The man said, “The woman whom you gave to be with me, she gave me fruit of the
tree, and I ate.” Then the LORD God said to the woman, “What is this that you
have done?” The woman said, “The serpent deceived me, and I ate.”
The LORD God said to the serpent, “Because you have done this, cursed are you
above all livestock and above all beasts of the field; on your belly you shall go, and
dust you shall eat all the days of your life. I will put enmity between you and the
woman, and between your offspring and her offspring; he shall bruise your head, and
you shall bruise his heel.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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The First Carol

Come Thou Redeemer of the Earth
[ Congregation ]

Come, Thou Redeemer of the earth,
And manifest Thy virgin birth:
Let every age adoring fall;
Such birth befits the God of all.
Begotten of no human will,
But of the Spirit, Thou art still
The Word of God in flesh arrayed,
The promised fruit to man displayed.
O equal to the Father, Thou!
Gird on Thy fleshly mantle now;
The weakness of our mortal state
With deathless might invigorate.
Thy cradle here shall glitter bright,
And darkness breathe a newer light,
Where endless faith shall shine serene,
And twilight never intervene.
O Jesu, virgin-born, to Thee
Eternal praise and glory be,
Who with the Father we adore,
And Holy Spirit evermore.
Words: Ambrose of Milan, d. 397
Trans. by J.M. Neale, d. 1866
Music: Michael Praetorious, d. 1609
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The Second Lesson

Genesis 12.1-3 & 17.3-8

[ in which God promises Abraham that in his seed
all the nations shall be blessed ]

Now the LORD said to Abram, “Go from your country and your kindred and
your father’s house to the land that I will show you. And I will make of you a great
nation, and I will bless you and make your name great, so that you will be a blessing.
I will bless those who bless you, and him who dishonors you I will curse, and in you
all the families of the earth shall be blessed.”
And God said to him, “Behold, my covenant is with you, and you shall be the
father of a multitude of nations. No longer shall your name be called Abram, but
your name shall be Abraham, for I have made you the father of a multitude of
nations. I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make you into nations, and
kings shall come from you. And I will establish my covenant between me and you
and your offspring after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant,
to be God to you and to your offspring after you. And I will give to you and to your
offspring after you the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an
everlasting possession, and I will be their God.”
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Second Carol

Come, Thou Long Expected Jesus, no. 196
[ Congregation ]
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The Third Lesson

2 Samuel 7.4 & 8-16; Isaiah 7.14 & 9.6-7

[ in which the prophets foretell the coming of the Messiah
through the line of King David ]

The word of the LORD came to Nathan, … “Go and tell my servant David,
‘Thus says the LORD of hosts, I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep,
that you should be prince over my people Israel. And I have been with you wherever
you went and have cut off all your enemies from before you. And I will make for you
a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. And I will appoint a
place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that they may dwell in their own
place and be disturbed no more. And violent men shall afflict them no more, as
formerly, from the time that I appointed judges over my people Israel. And I will give
you rest from all your enemies. Moreover, the LORD declares to you that the LORD
will make you a house. When your days are fulfilled and you lie down with your
fathers, I will raise up your offspring after you, who shall come from your body, and I
will establish his kingdom. He shall build a house for my name, and I will establish
the throne of his kingdom forever. I will be to him a father, and he shall be to me a
son. And your house and your kingdom shall be made sure forever before me. Your
throne shall be established forever.’”
Behold, the virgin shall conceive and bear a son, and shall call his name
Immanuel. For to us a child is born, to us a son is given; and the government shall be
upon his shoulder, and his name shall be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God,
Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace. Of the increase of his government and of peace
there will be no end, on the throne of David and over his kingdom, to establish it and
to uphold it with justice and with righteousness from this time forth and forevermore.
The zeal of the LORD of hosts will do this.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Third Carol

O Come, O Come Emmanuel, no. 194
[ Congregation ]
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The Fourth Lesson

Isaiah 11.1-9

[ in which the reign of the Christ is described ]

There shall come forth a shoot from the stump of Jesse, and a branch from his
roots shall bear fruit. And the Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon him, the Spirit of
wisdom and understanding, the Spirit of counsel and might, the Spirit of knowledge
and the fear of the LORD. And his delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.
He shall not judge by what his eyes see, or decide disputes by what his ears hear,
but with righteousness he shall judge the poor, and decide with equity for the meek of
the earth; and he shall strike the earth with the rod of his mouth, and with the
breath of his lips he shall kill the wicked. Righteousness shall be the belt of his waist,
and faithfulness the belt of his loins.
The wolf shall dwell with the lamb, and the leopard shall lie down with the young
goat, and the calf and the lion and the fattened calf together; and a little child shall
lead them. The cow and the bear shall graze; their young shall lie down together; and
the lion shall eat straw like the ox. The nursing child shall play over the hole of the
cobra, and the weaned child shall put his hand on the adder’s den. They shall not
hurt or destroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth shall be full of the knowledge of
the LORD as the waters cover the sea.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Fourth Carol

Lo, How A Rose E’er Blooming, no. 221
[ Congregation ]
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The Fifth Lesson

Luke 1.26-38

[ in which the angel Gabriel salutes the blessed virgin Mary ]

In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city of Galilee
named Nazareth, to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was Joseph, of the
house of David. And the virgin’s name was Mary. And he came to her and said,
“Greetings, O favored one, the Lord is with you!” But she was greatly troubled at the
saying, and tried to discern what sort of greeting this might be. And the angel said to
her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. And behold, you
will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall call his name Jesus. He
will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High. And the Lord God will
give to him the throne of his father David, and he will reign over the house of Jacob
forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.”
And Mary said to the angel, “How will this be, since I am a virgin?” And the
angel answered her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most
High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born will be called holy – the Son
of God. And behold, your relative Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son,
and this is the sixth month with her who was called barren. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” And Mary said, “Behold, I am the servant of the Lord; let it
be to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Fifth Carol

Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence, no. 193
[ Congregation ]
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The Sixth Lesson

Luke 2.1-7

[ in which Luke tells of the birth of Jesus, the Christ ]

In those days a decree went out from Caesar Augustus that all the world should
be registered. This was the first registration when Quirinius was governor of Syria.
And all went to be registered, each to his own town. And Joseph also went up from
Galilee, from the town of Nazareth, to Judea, to the city of David, which is called
Bethlehem, because he was of the house and lineage of David, to be registered with
Mary, his betrothed, who was with child.
And while they were there, the time came for her to give birth. And she gave
birth to her firstborn son and wrapped him in swaddling cloths and laid him in a
manger, because there was no place for them in the inn.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Sixth Carol

Away In A Manger
[ Children’s Ensemble ]

Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head.
The stars in the sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.
The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus, no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus! look down from the sky,
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.
Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care,
And take us to heaven to live with thee there.
Words: Anonymous; Music: James Murray, 1887
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The Children’s Message
All the children are invited up front for a brief devotional.

Oﬀering for the Poor and Needy
For you know the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, that though he was rich,
yet for your sake he became poor, so that you by his poverty might become rich.
(2 Corinthians 8.9)

All contributions given this evening will go directly to our church’s Deacon Fund,
through which we seek to serve the mercy ministry needs of our community.
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The Seventh Lesson

Luke 2.8-20

[ in which the shepherds learn of Messiah’s birth and go to see him ]

And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over
their flock by night. And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the
Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. And the angel said to them,
“Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the
people. For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the
Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a baby wrapped in swaddling
cloths and lying in a manger.”
And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host praising
God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, and on earth peace among those with
whom he is pleased!”
When the angels went away from them into heaven, the shepherds said to one
another, “Let us go over to Bethlehem and see this thing that has happened, which
the Lord has made known to us.” And they went with haste and found Mary and
Joseph, and the baby lying in a manger. And when they saw it, they made known the
saying that had been told them concerning this child. And all who heard it wondered
at what the shepherds told them. But Mary treasured up all these things, pondering
them in her heart. And the shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Seventh Carol

What Child is This?, no 213
[ Congregation ]
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The Eighth Lesson

Matthew 2.1-11

[ in which the wise men are led by the star to Jesus ]

Now after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea in the days of Herod the king,
behold, wise men from the east came to Jerusalem, saying, “Where is he who has
been born king of the Jews? For we saw his star when it rose and have come to
worship him.”
When Herod the king heard this, he was troubled, and all Jerusalem with him;
and assembling all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them
where the Christ was to be born. They told him, “In Bethlehem of Judea, for so it is
written by the prophet: ‘And you, O Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, are by no
means least among the rulers of Judah; for from you shall come a ruler who will
shepherd my people Israel.’”
Then Herod summoned the wise men secretly and ascertained from them what
time the star had appeared. And he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, “Go and search
diligently for the child, and when you have found him, bring me word, that I too may
come and worship him.” After listening to the king, they went on their way.
And behold, the star that they had seen when it rose went before them until it
came to rest over the place where the child was. When they saw the star, they rejoiced
exceedingly with great joy. And going into the house they saw the child with Mary his
mother, and they fell down and worshiped him. Then, opening their treasures, they
offered him gifts, gold and frankincense and myrrh.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Eighth Carol

As with Gladness Men of Old, no. 226
[ Congregation ]
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The Ninth Lesson *

1 Corinthians 15.20-27 & 54-57

[ in which the Second Adam triumphs and God’s people rejoice ]

But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the firstfruits of those
who have fallen asleep. For as by a man came death, by a man has
come also the resurrection of the dead.
For as in Adam all die, so also in Christ shall all be made alive. But
each in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, then at his coming
those who belong to Christ.
Then comes the end, when he delivers the kingdom to God the Father
after destroying every rule and every authority and power.
For he must reign until he has put all his enemies under his feet.
The last enemy to be destroyed is death.
Death is swallowed up in victory. O death, where is your victory? O
death, where is your sting?
Thanks be to God, who gives us the victory through our Lord Jesus
Christ.
The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

The Ninth Carol *

Joy to the World!, no. 195
[ Congregation ]

The Lord’s Blessing *
The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God the Father
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
2 Corinthians 13.14
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Please join us for a meal in the fellowship hall
as we continue to celebrate Christ’s birth together.
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Harvest Presbyterian Church
harvestpres.com | 910.353.9888
Sunday Worship – 10:45

Meeting Location:

Mailing Address:

900 Piney Green Road
Jacksonville, NC 28546

P.O. Box 12243
Jacksonville, NC 28546
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